
Winnetonka High School 

Alumni Hall of Fame 

 

The Hall of Fame was designed to honor and recognize Winnetonka Alumni who 

exemplify the values, the traditions, and the successes of Winnetonka High School 

and who, by their accomplishments, will inspire and encourage current Winnetonka 

students to do the same. 

2020 and 2021 Inductees 

 
Benjamin Joseph “Joe” Blackshere, class of 1996, is Senior Manager of Operations Support at Westlake 

Ace Hardware. Joe earned his BS in Business Administration from Missouri Western State University and 

his MA in Business from Webster University.  He has received Westlake’s Foundation Award, the Ace 

Hardware “Rock On” Award, and through Westlake has been an advocate for the Children’s Miracle 

Network, helping to raise substantial amounts for the organization through many service projects. He is 

Chief Experience Officer at Signal Home Solutions, is called a Children’s Mercy Hospital Champion, and 

has been a Dream Factory volunteer and active in Boy Scouts. Joe spearheaded the makeover of the 

Winnetonka courtyard where in 1996 he and his grandfather built the Winnetonka Victory Bell.  

 

Henry Bullock, class of 1987, holds a BS in Instrumental Music K-12 Education from Southwest Missouri 

State University and an MA in Educational Administration from UMKC. He has been Director of 

Orchestras at various North Kansas City School District elementary schools, Maple Park Middle School, 

and 24 years at Winnetonka High School.  Henry has taken students to music festivals and events 

throughout the United States where they have won many awards and top ratings. He provides string 

orchestra clinics in schools, repairs students’ instruments at no charge, and provides instruments to students 

who cannot afford them. In addition, he is a member of the KC St. Andrew Pipes and Drums, the National 

World War I Museum, and fly-fishing organizations including KC Northland Flyfishers, of which he is 

founder.   

 

Charles “Chuck” Cuda, class of 2000, owns and operates OPES Commercial Real Estate, recognized by 

Kansas City Business Journal and Ingram’s Magazine as one of Kansas City’s top brokerage firms and 

winner of the 2019 Northland Neighbors, Inc., Good Business of the Year Award. Chuck himself was 

named one of Kansas City Business Journal/ Ingram’s 40 Under 40. One of his major projects was the 

redevelopment of the Northland’s Country Club Shops. He sits on the boards of several volunteer 

organizations and was honored in Forbes Magazine for his outstanding fundraising efforts benefitting the 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. He has served as chairman of the society’s Light the Night Walk and 

Green Tie Gala. Not only raising money for leukemia and lymphoma, when his father needed a bone 

marrow transplant, Chuck was the donor. 

 

Dr. Robert Sharpe, class of 1987, holds BA and MD degrees from the University of Missouri-Columbia. 

He was Orthopedic Surgery Resident AT MU and held a Fellowship in Orthopedic Sports Medicine at 

UMKC, serving as clinical instructor of orthopedic surgery. Robert has been staff physician in surgery at 

Independence Regional Hospital and St. Mary’s Medical Center. He is currently staff physician in surgery 

at Shawnee Mission Medical Center and St. Luke’s South Hospital. A member of the American Academy 

of Orthopedic Surgeons and The American Orthopedic Society for Sports Medicine, Robert has been 

recognized as one of Kansas City’s “Super Doctors” each year since 2009. Over the years, he has 

volunteered his time and expertise to many young athletes across the entire metropolitan area.  

 

  



Brie Townsend Holst, class of 2000. As a Winnetonka student spearheaded the establishment of the first 

public skate park in the Midwest (still operating today as Pleasant Valley Park). Upon graduation, Brie 

attended Maple Woods Community College earning an Associates in Arts. In 2010, she returned to school 

at Missouri Western State University, earning an Associates of Applied Science in Physical Therapy 

Assistance. While there she received Physical Therapy Assistant Student of the Year from the Board of 

American Physical Therapy Association. Brie has worked in both inpatient and outpatient physical therapy 

facilities including ARC Physical Therapy, St. Luke’s Hospital, Liberty Hospital Sports Medicine, and 

Norterre. Additionally, she is a Certified Health Coach, and Certified Compassion Fatigue Professional 

with training in anxiety treatments. She has established her own business where she devoted her focus to 

assisting healthcare workers. Additionally, she has served on the board of the Young Adults for Kansas 

City Ballet and contributes regularly to several other causes. 

 

 

David Wilson, class of 1987, received his BS in Education from the University of Central Missouri and 

his MA in Curriculum and Instruction from Lindenwood University.  David has coached baseball and 

football in the Harrisonville, Columbia, and North Kansas City School Districts. He is currently head 

baseball coach and assistant football coach at Staley High School. David’s baseball teams have been 

ranked nationally and won several conference and district championships as well as a state championship. 

In addition, he has helped coach three state champion football teams. David has coached 125 baseball 

players who went on to play college baseball, 23 at the Division 1 level, and 6 that played at the 

professional level and one player making the Major leagues in May of 2011.  David also has served as 

Director of the Missouri Show-Me baseball games. In 2005 he was named Missouri State Coach of the 

Year and in 2017 he was inducted into the Missouri High School Baseball Coach Hall of Fame.   

 

Jason Withington, class of 2002, received his BA in Public Administration from Park University. 

Employed by Cerner Corporation, he received the Cerner Individual Contributor Award in 2009. He 

helped start a BackSnack program at Maplewood Elementary School, helped organize one of Kansas 

City’s largest annual Walk to School Day events at Ravenwood Elementary, worked on getting sidewalks 

for Maplewood and Ravenwood schools, and partnered with the Dwayne Bowe Foundation and KC Parks 

to rebuild the playground next to Maple Park Middle School. Jason has served on numerous community 

boards and, as chairman of Citizens for a Better Clay County, he led a successful petition drive to have a 

state audit of Clay County government. He has been called “one of the most influential neighborhood 

advocates in the Northland.”  

 

Brandy Maltbia Woodley, class of 1993, received her BS from Northwest Missouri State and her MA in 

Human Resources Management from Webster University. She had a successful career in corporate 

America at Farmland Industries and Sprint. In 2001, she became a Certified Compensation Professional 

with an International/Expatriate emphasis. As an Army wife, Brandy became a mother of three daughters 

and excelled in numerous endeavors. She was CEO of Soaring Dove Enterprises (2006-2019), college 

Adjunct Instructor, and the Editor-in-Chief of Army Spouse Magazine. She is currently Editor for the 

Department of Military History at the Command and General Staff College on Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Brandy received the Civilian Service Achievement Medal from the Army in 2020. She has been the 

member of two family equity and inclusion advisory groups in the Park Hill School District and in 2021 

was elected the first African American member of the Park Hill School Board of Education. 

Inductees will be recognized Friday, September 24th, during a morning assembly and again during half-time Homecoming ceremonies at the new 

Winnetonka stadium.  

To read more about graduates selected for the Winnetonka Alumni Hall of Fame, go to 

https://www.nkcschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4034  Nomination forms are available through a link or at the school at 5815 N.E. 48th 

Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64119.  

Each year, the Winnetonka Alumni Hall of Fame honors those alumni that exemplify the values and traditions of Winnetonka High School. By 

their accomplishments the members of the Hall of Fame serve to inspire and encourage other Winnetonka students. To be considered for the 

Hall of Fame, alumni must have graduated from the school 10 years earlier and must have accomplished two of the following criteria:  

 

https://www.nkcschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4034


➢ Brought special recognition to Winnetonka as a student  
➢ Been a positive role model in the community  
➢ Achieved accomplishments in his/her professional field 
➢ Made significant contributions to education, public service or  

            human welfare.  

 


